Haemophagocytic syndrome and paradoxical reaction to tuberculostatics after treatment with infliximab.
A 44-year-old man was diagnosed with ankylosing spondylitis, on treatment with infliximab. After three doses, he was admitted to hospital with fever, fatigue and nausea. A bone marrow biopsy confirmed haemophagocytic syndrome. He was treated with immunoglobulin, cyclosporine and corticosteroids. CT scan revealed tuberculosis. Tuberculostatic treatment was started 26 days after admission. One month later, he was transferred intensive care with septic shock and acute respiratory distress syndrome. After improvement, he was transferred to the medical ward and later discharged. Two weeks after discharge, he was readmitted with a suspected paradoxical reaction (PR) to tuberculostatics and treated with prednisone. He was discharged 15 days later. In patients treated with anti-TNF therapy it may be advisable to monitor the signs and symptoms of tuberculosis. HPS is a rare complication of rheumatic diseases. The possibility of developing a PR in immunosuppressed patients treated with antituberculous should be considered.